
NameDrive LLC  - 2141 Wisconsin Ave., Suite C-2, Washington, DC 20007, USA     T: +1 (305) 704 7793      F:  +1 (305) 704 0000 E: info@namedrive.com    W: www.namedrive.com

The European Domain Landscape

Ed Russell, President, NameDrive LLC



Discussion Points

Where is Europe now?

Where is Poland now?

European market concerns

How do European market concerns affect Poland?

Where will Poland be in the future?
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Where Is Europe now?
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IAB/ PwC Online Advertising Report 2007

European online advertising grew on average 40% to €11.2bn

US online advertising grew 26% to €14.5bn in the same period

2/3 of Europe’s ad budget was in Germany, France and UK

Online advertising makes up over 10% of ad revenue in 

seven European countries

Netherlands, Norway, UK, Denmark, Spain, Germany, 

Poland



Domain Parking in Europe

Online advertising spend continues to increase dramatically

Market was worth €40 billion in 2007

However, this is not reflected by higher PPC

More advertisers online but not necessarily paying more per click

US parking companies still clueless about European market

NameDrive and Sedo still the only real partners for European parking

Percentage of parked domains is around 6-11%

Verisign claim around 10%, NASK about 11%
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Source. Top100.pl



Secondary Market in Europe
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Generic domain sales prices continue to rise

Still few sales based on traffic earnings compared to US

Prices for high-risk domains dropping

Majority of domain speculation money in the US

US investment staying away from Europe due to weak economy 

and lack of knowledge

Insurance.fp - CheapFlights.zi – Money.qp



European ccTLDs Registered
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Source: Statistics from individual ccTLD registries. 



Where Is Poland?

Geographically 

At the centre of the expanded EU

In the domain market

Eastern Europe’s largest domain market

One of Europe’s fastest-growing domain markets

Economically

Europe’s most bullish economy?

One of the top “35 countries in the world to do business” (Forbes Magazine)
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Growth Rate of Top European ccTLDs
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Europe’s Best Countries for Business
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Source: Forbes Best Countries for Business 2007. Published 06.28.08

# Country # Country

1 Denmark 21 Germany

2 Ireland 23 Austria

3 Finland 25 France

5 United Kingdom 28 Italy

6 Sweden 29 Czech Republic

10 Estonia 30 Lithuania

11 Switzerland 31 Hungary

14 Netherlands 32 Latvia

15 Norway 33 Poland

20 Portugal 35 Spain



GDP Growth vs. Domains Registered
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Source: Statistics from individual ccTLD registries.
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European Market Concerns
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Dollar getting stronger

Economic situation getting worse

Recession is generally good for online business but less money for everyone

Large number of TLDs

.pl, .eu, .com, .com.pl, 

.krakow ? 

Google / Yahoo / few monetization options

Lower earnings due to less competition



European Market Concerns in Poland
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Dollar getting stronger

Zloty also strong, less effect than on the Euro and GBP

Economic situation getting worse

Poland one of the strongest economies in Europe

Large number of TLDs

Polish people faithful to .pl but .eu and .com.pl complicate the situation

Google / Yahoo / few monetization options

Affects the Polish market too. Perhaps a Polish advertiser to compete?



Polish Market Concerns
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Domains are still not mainstream

Domains need to become everyday commodities

UK and Germany still a long way ahead of the rest of Europe

Urban vs rural population

Could slow internet penetration growth = lower traffic

Longevity of domain tasting 

Action by ICANN could slow .pl growth



Where will Poland be in Europe?
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Will overtake France and Italy within 12 months 

07/08 growth double France and three times Italy

Advertising revenue will continue to increase

Poland only Eastern European country with over 10% advertising spend online

Full potential will be realised when domains become mainstream

Hopefully with lower re-registration fees

Strong economy will fuel online sales and internet growth

Domain future and economy future both bright in Poland
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Thank you

Dziękuję
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